The Seventieth Seven; The False Messiah 
(From the book . . .The Coming of King Messiah, by Johan Van Rooyen, Chapter 9)

It has been taught that Rabbi Nechemyah said, “In the generation of Messiah’s coming, the Kingdom [i.e. the Roman Empire] will be converted to heresy” . . . This supports Rabbi Yitzchaq , who said, “The Son of David will not come until the whole world is converted to the beliefs of the heretics.”

                                                                                                            [Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 97a]

Now that we have proven that there is indeed a long gap (probably roughly 2000 years) between the end of 69th and the beginning of the 70th year weeks decreed over Israel, we will take a second look at Dani-el 9:26-27. We have shown that verses 26 & 27 are not written as Hebrew parallelism; verse 27 describes events that will occur subsequent to the events described in verse 26. Verse 27 deals with the 70th year week which will unfold in the acharit yamim (the latter days), just before the second coming of Messiah. The one who terminates sacrifice and offering is not the Messiah. Who is he?
26.  And after sixty-two weeks [i.e. 434 years] Messiah shall be cut off and have naught [v’ayn lo]. And the people of a  

       coming prince [nagid] shall destroy the city and the set-apart place. And the end of it is with a flood [shetef]. And 
       wastes are decreed and fighting until the end.
27.  And he [i.e. the Anti-Messiah] shall confirm a covenant [like a political/military alliance] with/for many for one

week [i.e. 7 years]. And in the middle of the week [i.e. at exactly the 3½ year point] he shall put an end to 

slaughtering and meal offering. And on the wings of abominations he shall lay waste, even until the complete 

end and that which is decreed is poured out on the one who lays waste.
The prince/ruler of verse 26 is most likely Titus, emperor Vespasian’s son, the commander of the Roman legions at the time when the city’s walls were breached and the 2nd Temple destroyed, then . . .  approximately 2000 years will pass until verse 27 is fulfilled. The “he” of verse 27 is most certainly the Anti-Messiah . . . or some others maintain that “the coming ruler” of verse 26 already speaks of the Anti-Messiah and that Titus does not feature here at all. I favour the first interpretation. This, however, does not change a thing with regard to the “he” of verse 27; it must be clear that this can only speak of Anti-Messiah.
Dani-el 7 & 12, Matityahu 24, Revelation 11-13 and 2 Thessalonians 2 further makes it clear that this man is the Anti-Messiah, who will forcibly terminate sacrifice and offering and desecrate the rebuilt Temple. Ancient Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman army. The Anti-Messiah will rule over the revived Roman Empire of the last days. The legs and feet of the statue that king N’vukadnetzar saw [refer Dani-el 2:33] spoke of the Roman Empire; the former of its ancient leg, the latter of its counterpart in the eschaton, the empire of the Anti-Messiah. Compare the symbolism of the beast [Anti- Messiah] with the 10 horns, in Revelation 13:1, with that of the statue with 10 toes. 
The capital city of the Roman Empire was Rome. If we allow ourselves the liberty of extrapolating [extrapolate, v. (math), calculate from known terms a series of other terms which lie outside the range of the known terms (also fig.) – The Concise Oxford Dictionary, Fith Edition, p. 429] scriptural information just a little bit, we conclude that he will most probably rule from the ancient capital city of the Empire, i.e. the city of Rome. Rabbinic exegesis supports this view – ancient rabbis and sages wrote extensively about the False Messiah of the last days. They identified sections in the Tanach that portray his latter-day rise in the West.
In Targum Yonathan, the Anti-Messiah of the acharit yamim is called Armilus in Y’shayahu 11:14. Armilus is a Hebraic term for Romulus, the legendary founder of the city of Rome. The implication is that this self-exalting individual will rule from Rome. Whereas the Hebrew text of Y’shayahu 11:14 reads (NIV):
     . . . but with righteousness he [Messiah the son of David] will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions
     for
     the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the 
     wicked,
the ancient Aramaic paraphrase in Targum Yonathan, (Patai, 1979: 156), 
       . . . and with the speech of his lips he [Messiah] will slay the wicked Armilus,
shows that the ancient understanding was that the evil dictator of the last days, which will be slain by Messiah, the son of David, would (initially) rule the Revived Roman Empire from Rome.
When Sha-ul states in 2 Thessalonians 2 that the true Messiah will slay the man of lawlessness (i.e. the Antichrist) by the “breath of his mouth”, he is not quoting from the Hebrew Tanach, but from the Targum: 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-10:
1.    Concerning the coming of Adonu, Yahushua HaMashi-ach, and our being gathered to him, we ask you brothers,
2.    Not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us,

saying that the day of YHVH has already come.
3
  Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the great departure occurs, proton [i.e. 

  first in the sequence of events] and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.
4
  He will oppose and exult himself over everything that is called Elohim or is worshipped, so that he sets himself

  up in Elohim’s Temple [Heb. = haychal], proclaiming himself to be Elohim.
5
  Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?

6
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he might be revealed at the proper time.

7
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so
       till he is taken out of the way.
8     And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Master Yahushua will overthrow with the breath of his
       mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming.

9
The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit  

       miracles, signs and wonders, and 10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish  

       because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

In the article “Antichrist”, the Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. 1: 627) states that the name used for the Antichrist in this passage is of rabbinic origin:

The lawless one [2 Thessalonians 2:8] is none other than Belial – whom Paul mentions in another place as the opponent of the Messiah [2 Corinthians 6:15] – a name interpreted by the rabbis as compounded of Bet – Lamed - Yod (meaning: without) and Ayin – Vav – Lamed (meaning: yoke): “without yoke”, so that Belial is the one who will not accept the yoke of the Torah  . . .
In the post-Talmudic Midrash (approx. 8th century A.M – After Messiah), Pirqay HaMashi-ach, the False Messiah is termed, Satan Armilus, whom the Gentiles call Antichrist . . . 

In Midrash Azeret haSh’vatim (circa 466 A.M.), the connection that the sages saw between the city of Rome and Armilus is stated explicitly (Patai, 1979: 157):

And after all this, Satan will descend and go to Rome . . . There he will have sexual relations with a famous stone statue of a magnificently beautiful woman
. She will become pregnant and give birth to Armilus, and he [Armilus] will issue evil decrees against Israel and men of good deeds will cease, while men of plunder will multiply. If Israel is worthy, Messiah ben David will sprout up in upper Galilee and will go to Y’rushalai-im . . . 
In two 12th century A.M. aggadic rabbinic works, “T’filat Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai” (The prayer of Rabbi Shimon, son of Yohai) BhM 4:124-126 (Patai, 1979: 157-159), and the apocalyptic midrash “Otot haMashi-ach” (Signs of the Messiah) (Patai, 1979: 314), Armilus’s strategy, his blasphemous claims and his persecution of all who remains faithful to the Set-apart One of Israel, are vividly portrayed. The parts of these rabbinic works that we will quote are very similar. To avoid duplication, we have removed the mythical elements and have edited these two descriptions into a single account:
…His name is Armilus the Satan.  This is the one the nations of the world call the Antichrist.  And Armilus will go to Rome and say to them: “I am your Messiah, I am your god!”  And he will mislead them and they will immediately believe in him, and make him their king.  And all the [Romans] will gather and come to him and join themselves to him.  And he will go and conquer and announce to all the countries and cities, saying, “Bring me my holy book which I gave you!”  And the nations of the world will come and bring the book… and he [Armilus] will say to them: “This is the book which I gave you.”  And he tells the nations of the world: “Believe in me.  I am your god, I am your Messiah and your god.”  And instantly they believe in him…

[Armilus will call for a delegation of Yisra'el to meet with him.  He will say to them:] “Bring me your Torah and testify to me that I am god.”  Yisra'el will read to Armilus from the Torah: “I am HaShem your Elohim and you shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2-3).  And Armilus will say: “There is nothing in this Torah of yours; come and testify to me that I am god.”  [Yisra'el refuses.  Armilus responds by proclaiming:] “I shall not let go of you [i.e. will not stop forcing and persecuting you] until you believe that I am god in the same manner in which the gentile nations (goiyim) of the world believe in me.”
…And the wrath of Armilus is kindled, and he gathers all the armies of the nations of the world, and makes war against the children of Yisra'el, and he slays of Yisra'el a thousand thousands… And those who are left of Yisra'el will flee to the desert of the nations… In that hour all the nations of the world will expel Yisra'el from their countries… And it will be a suffering for Yisra'el the like of which has not been ever since the world exists and to that time…

…And Michael the great Prince will arise… [Yisra'el will say to the nations:] “This is the Redemption for which we have been waiting, for the Messiah has been slain.”

Michael will arise and blow the shofar three times… Messiah the son of David will be revealed… the full Redemption has come…

…And Armilus will hear that a king arose for Yisra'el, and he will gather all the armies of all the nations of the world, and they will come to King Messiah and to Yisra'el.  And the Set-apart One, blessed be He, will fight for Yisra'el and say to the Messiah: “Sit at my right hand.”  And the Messiah will say to Yisra'el: “Gather together and stand and see the salvation of HaShem.”… And the Set-apart One, blessed be He, fights Armilus and his armies, as it is written, “Then shall YHVH go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fights in the day of battle” (Z’charyahu 14:3) . . . . Instantly the wicked Armilus will die, and all the armies of the wicked Roman Empire which destroyed the House of our Elohim and exiled us from our land…

May that time and that period be near!
Armilus's rise in the West is portrayed in Ma'ase Dani'el, a 10th century A.M. (After Messiah) midrash (quoted in Patai (1979:162-164)):

And another king, Armilus, will arise in the Maghrev [the West], more wicked and evil than anyone who preceded him… He will capture the West.  And many wicked men…will gather around him from the whole earth, and will tell him that he is the Messiah, and this rumour will spread all over the world.  And the whole earth will submit to him, and he will slay those who do not submit…And the people will have to bear and suffer much trouble, and the Children of Yisra'el more than all the others…Armilus will say, “I am the Messiah, your king and your prince.”

…Then all Yisra'el…will…go to the desert…and clothe themselves with sackcloth, and sit down on the earth and call upon Elohim…And Armilus will become angry and will command that they be killed…And the Children of Yisra'el will flee with their wives and children, together they will go to the desert, and will raise their voices in weeping and mourning, and will sit on the earth, and will cry to Elohim…And HaShem, His Name be blessed, will appear from heaven…the banner of Messiah ben David will fly high…

The fact that the False messiah will rule united Europe from Rome, [before invading Yisra'el towards the middle of the 70th seven (Dani'el 11:41) and setting up his headquarters there, after the plagues described in the book of Revelation will have turned Europe into a wasteland], makes Rome the most likely capital city of the False Prophet—the powerful, miracle-working religious leader who will be a false Eliyahu, will announce that Armilus is the “Christ” and “Elohim,” and will enforce his worship with cruel measures (Revelation 13).  If we study Revelation 13 closely, we observe a close union and co-operation between the state and the religious machine.  The state is ruled by a man who is empowered by Satan, and the head of the religious system enforces the worship of an idolatrous image of this man, with a combination of cruel measures and witchcraft.

Some ancient thinkers taught that the False Messiah of the latter days will be an apostate half-Yisra'elite man who will descend from the tribe of Dan. The inference that he will be of Yisraelite descent, leans heavily on what we would call the consistency principle of hermeneutics: YHWH is the primary Author of Scripture, so that symbolism retains a consistent meaning throughout Scripture; the level of inspiration of Scripture is profound, organic and radical. In Genesis 49, Ya'aqov prophesies that which will befall his descendants in the acharit-yamim.  He prophesies that King Messiah will come from the tribe of Yahudah:

B’reshit 49:8-12

8
“Yahudah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you.

9 
You are a lion's cub, O Yahudah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a
 
lioness—who dares to rouse him?
10
The sceptre will not depart from Yahudah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until He comes to whom it 

   
belongs and the obedience of the nations is His.
11
He will tether his donkey to a vine, His colt to the choicest branch; He will wash his garments in wine, His robes in the blood of grapes.

12   His eyes will be darker than wine, His teeth whiter than milk.

In verse 17, Ya'aqov states that Dan will be a treacherous nachash (serpent):

B’reshit 49:17

Dan will be a serpent [nachash] by the roadside, a viper along the path that bites the horse's heels so that its rider tumbles backwards.

Let us follow the prophetic picture of the nachash (serpent) throughout Scripture.

In Iyov (Job) 41 we read about the Livyatan, a serpentine monster that dwells in the waters. Livyatan featured prominently in ancient Ugaritic Middle-Eastern literature.  Livyatan is a serpentine beast from the sea. From Revelation 13 we know that a seven-headed beast from the sea represents the eschatological False messiah and his empire.  Yeshayahu 26:19-27:1 shows that Livyatan is a picture of the False messiah and his armies, which will be destroyed at the end of the Chevlei Shel Mashiach, the time of wrath.  (Livyatan is also a picture of HaSatan.)

Yeshayahu 26:19-27:1

19 
But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is

Like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead.

20  
Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by.

21  
See, YHWH is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer.

1   
In thát day [ba-Yom ha-hu] YHWH will punish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword, Livyatan the
  
gliding serpent [nachash], Livyatan the coiling serpent; he will slay the monster [Hebrew: tannin] of the sea.

Note the order of events in the above prophecy:

The Tzadeqim are resurrected.

YHWH's people (i.e. the Tzadeqim) are concealed in the cheder.

The time of wrath (the Chevlei Shel Mashiach) comes upon the earth.

The destruction of the Livyatan in the Day of YHWH.

In Iyov 41:4, we read that the Livyatan will make a b'rit (covenant).  In Iyov 41:6 we see that a banquet will be made of the Livyatan. (Important: use a literal translation such as the NKJV to study about the Livyatan. Many translators have tried to give an interpreted translation and have given a meaningless, a-prophetic rendering.)  In Dani'el 9:27 we read that the False messiah will make a strong covenant with many for one seven (i.e. year week).  In Psalm 74, Yeshayahu 27:1, Yechezq'el 29, 32, Revelation 19 and in several other places, we read how the flesh of the Livyatan— the flesh of the False messiah's armies, will be consumed.  We may call this the banquet or the feast on the Livyatan. Let us investigate this deeper.

In Psalm 74, Livyatan is a term for Pharaoh and his armies that were destroyed when the b'nai Yisrael (the children of Yisra'el) left Mitsrayim:

Psalm 74:12-14

12   But you, O Elohim, are my king from of old; you bring salvation [y’shu-ah] upon the earth.

13
It was you who split open the sea by your power; you broke the heads of the monster in the waters.

14
It was you who crushed the heads [note the plural] of Livyatan and gave him as food to the creatures of the desert.

The Livyatan is a dramatic, picturesque description of the satanic working that uses evil, demonic, proud human leaders and their militarily strong empires to seek to destroy YHWH's people and to prevent the rulership of the Messiah.  Throughout history, the Livyatan has manifested 7 times; therefore it is a seven-headed beast from the sea - the sea symbolises peoples and nations, specifically in the vicinity of the Mediterranean sea (i.e. the Middle-East and Europe).  The historical and future manifestations (the heads) of Livyatan are mentioned in

Revelation 17:8-11

8
  The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. 

  The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world

  will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.
9
  This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 
10

They are seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must 


remain for a little while. 

11

The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his
       destruction.

The prophecy about the seven kings should be understood in light of the Hebrew concept of corporate personality (cf. Robinson, 1980).  It views the king as the personification of his kingdom and its people. Accordingly, the seven kings,  mentioned above, are intimately identified with their kingdoms. These kings and their kingdoms are as follows:

The first king

At the time of the exodus, Pharaoh refused to let Yisra'el leave Mitsrayim.  After allowing them, he pursued them with an army. He was destroyed, along with his army.

Some commentators make the mistake of identifying the ancient Babylonian empire of Nimrod with the first head.  There is little scriptural basis for such a claim. The nation of Yisra'el did not exist in the time of the ancient Babylonian empire.

The second king

Ashur under King Sancheriv attempted to destroy Yahudah in the days of king Chizqiyahu (Hezekiah).

The third king

King Nevukadnetsar of Bavel took Yahudah captive and destroyed the Temple built under King Sh'lomo.

The fourth king

When the Medes and Persians ruled, Haman misled King Achashverosh to decree that all Yahudim in the Persian Empire should be annihilated. In Tractate Sanhedrin 98b of the Babylonian Talmud, Rabbi Eli-ezer ben Hyrcanus speaks of a ruler after the style of Haman the Agagite who will usher in the birthpangs of the Messianic period.

The fifth king

The Greek-Seleucid king, Antiochus IV “Epiphanes” attempted to terminate and eradicate the worship of YHWH in Yisra'el. He desecrated the Temple and terminated sacrifice and offering to YHWH. He put up an image of himself in the haQodesh (Set-apart Place) of the Temple and demanded worship as Zeus, manifest in the flesh. He forbade the study of Torah, the keeping of the Shabbat and the Festivals of YHWH. He forced Yahudim to eat swine's flesh and to sacrifice to idols. This evil, blaspheming prototype of the coming False messiah was the last of the first group of 5 kings who had reigned before the time of Yochanan haSh'liach.

The sixth king

The Roman Empire almost destroyed Yisra'el. Titus demolished Yerushalayim and the Temple. Hadrian repeated the destruction of the city, renamed it, renamed Yisra'el to Palestine, and executed Yahudim who dared to enter Yerushalai-im. Christians were cruelly persecuted under ten emperors. The emperors had to be worshipped as gods.  In every major city, a statue of the emperor was erected. Incense had to be burned to the emperor-god. The Roman Empire was the sixth king/kingdom who was operating in the time of Yochanan haSh'liach. (Remember that in ancient thought, a king and his kingdom is synonymous as a result of the concept of corporate personality.)

The Seventh king

Could it be that Hitler was the seventh king, who still had to come after the days when Yochanan ha-shili-ach (the Apostle John, the sent one) received the Revelation? He did remain for a little while, as stated in Revelation 17:10. He was extremely cruel to the Jewish people. He seems to meet all the conditions. Authors like Constance Cumbey (1983) have linked Hitler to the seventh king mentioned in Revelation.
Although Adolf Hitler seems to be a perfect fit for the seventh king, I do not think that he qualifies. Why not? Scripture deals with salvation history, not with European history. It is true that European Jews suffered immensely at the hands of the Nazis and that the holocaust was the catalyst for the establishment of the state of Israel. It is true that the formation of the State of Israel is a key aspect in YHVH’s plan of the national redemption of the remnant of Israel. Nevertheless, these events do not constitute salvation history, because no birthing process into the Kingdom of Heaven accompanied the suffering and the subsequent establishment of the political state of Isreal.

Who then, will the seventh king of Revelation 17, be? To answer this question, I believe we have to study the coming fall of the nation code-named Babylon, in the Day of YHVH. [My insert: this is a very long study. There is no way that I can include it here. I have done this study many times over and believe it to be very important for a proper understanding of how events will unfold in the eschaton. Today it is a major part of the study material I use when I teach on the subject of Eschatology. To this very day, I still use Johan Van Rooyen’s material, not because I worship the man, or for any other weird or wonderful reason, but simply because I have found nothing better in the last 20+ years since I met Johan for the first time and immediately was drawn to this particular study field. – Mayan Viljoen]   
The Eighth King

The 8th king mentioned in Revelation 17 is, as the text makes clear, the eschatological False messiah. We are told that he will be a repetition of one of the above seven kings - he once was (i.e. his foreshadowing direct forerunner operated before the time of Yochanan haSh'liach), will come up from the Abyss (i.e. sheol) and will belong to the seven. From Dani'el 7, 8, 9:24-27, 11 and 12, 2Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 13, it is clear that the False messiah will be a virtual “replay” of Antiochus IV “Epiphanes.” The same demonic force that propelled this insane Greek-Seleucid king, will also drive Armilus, the False messiah. The False messiah will be a personification of the Livyatan and will concentrate and consummate all the previous manifestations of the tannin, the nachash. YHWH's punishment of the False messiah, his empire and his armed forces will likewise consummate the destruction over all previous historical manifestations of the Livyatan.
We have already seen that the False messiah will (initially) rule over Europe (before he invades Yisra'el). Psalm 74 links Livyatan with the Pharaoh that ruled Mitsrayim at the time of the exodus. Yeshayahu 27:1 links Livyatan with the False Messiah of the last days, as well as with the power of Satan, which will be broken in Yom (the day of) YHWH. This leads us to the hypothesis that historical Mitsrayim is a picture of the European Empire of the False messiah in the acharit-yamim.  Accordingly, events that are prophesied to happen to, or come from, “Mitsrayim” in Yom YHWH, is a picture of Europe ruled by the False messiah. Let us substantiate this hypothesis. In Yechezqel 29, Pharaoh is called a tanin, and claims to have created the Nile for himself. A tanin is a gigantic water-dwelling serpent or sea-monster and is a synonym for the Livyatan, which means “twisted serpent.”  The judgement upon Pharaoh and his armies is described in

Yechezqel 29:2-6a, 32:3-8

2
Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Mitsrayim and prophesy against him and against all 
       Mitsrayim.
3  
Speak to him and say: This is what YHWH Elohim says: I am against you, Pharaoh king of Mitsrayim, you great 

monster [Hebrew: tannin, i.e. gigantic water-dwelling serpent] lying among your streams. You say, The Nile is
       mine; I made it for myself.

4
But I will put hooks in your jaws and make the fish of your streams stick to your scales. I will pull you out from among your streams, with all the fish sticking to your scales. 
5
I will leave you in the desert, you and all the fish of your streams. You will fall on the open field and not be gathered or picked up. I will give you as food to the beasts of the earth and the birds of the air. 
6
Then all who live in Mitsrayim will know that . . . Ani (I am) YHVH . . .
3
This is what Adonai YHVH says: With a great throng of people I will cast my net over you, and they will haul you
 
up in My net. 

4
I will throw you on the land and hurl you on the open field. I will let all the birds of the air settle on you and all the
 
beasts of the earth gorge themselves on you. 
5
I will spread your flesh on the mountains and fill the valleys with your remains. 
6
I will drench the land with your flowing blood all the way to the mountains, and the ravines will be filled with your flesh.
7
When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light.
8
All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you; I will bring darkness over your land, declares Adonai


YHVH . . .
This judgement is strikingly similar to the judgement that befalls the False messiah and his armies in

Revelation 19:17-21

17
And I saw a messenger standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in mid-air, “Come, gather together for the great supper of Elohim, 
18   so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all 


people, free and slave, small and great.”

19   Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider
       on the horse and his army. 
20

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his


behalf.  With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshipped his


image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.

21
The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds
       gorged themselves on their flesh.

This Banquet of Livyatan is a major theme of Sukkot, the Feast of Booths. The Feast of Livyatan is also described in 

Luke 17:34-37

34
“[Yahushua said,] I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.
35
Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.
36
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.”

37
“Where, Master?” they asked.  He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”

All these prophecies describe the eschatological fulfilment of the banquet on the flesh of the Livyatan. Everybody who are alive after the tribulation will go to a banquet. The Tzad’qim (righteous, i.e. believers in Messiah) will go to the Wedding Supper of the Lamb and enter into the Messianic Kingdom. In contrast, the r’sha-im (wicked) will go to the Banquet of Livyatan where they will become food for the vultures.

The Jewish Encyclopaedia, 1912, Vol. VIII, p. 37-39 states:

The leviathan is prominent in haggadic literature in connection with the advent of the Messiah. Referring to Job 41:6, “and the pious ones shall make a banquet of it,” Rabbi Yohanan says that in the time of the resurrection a banquet will be given by Elohim to the righteous, at which the flesh of the leviathan will be served . . . Elohim will divide the monster with his sword . . .
These haggadot concerning the leviathan are interpreted as allegories by [practically all Jewish] commentators . . .
In the . . . literature the “piercing leviathan” and the “crooked leviathan” are interpreted as referring to Satan Sama'el [the celestial prince over Rome] . . ., while . . . others consider the expressions to be allusions to the destruction of the powers which are hostile to the Jews . . . The haggadic sayings obtained a hold on the imaginations of the poets, who introduced allusions to the banquet of leviathan into the liturgy.

The Encyclopaedia Judaica, Vol. 11, p. 90 states:

In the Bible, [leviathan] is used interchangeably with several other sea-monsters—tanin (“dragon”), rahav, and yam (sea) - all of whom are represented as supernatural enemies of Elohim.

Some early Christian thinkers found it very interesting that the tribe of Dan, the treacherous nachash, is omitted in Revelation 7:4–8.  In the early days of Christianity, there was a strong tradition that Yahudah from K'riot (Judas Iscariot) had been from the tribe of Dan. In the second century, Irenaeus taught that the tribe of Dan is omitted in Revelation 7:4–8, because the Anti-Messiah is to come from this tribe (Stern, 1992: 812). In Jewish tradition, the idea that the evil world-leader of the last days will come from the tribe of Dan may be traced back to the Pseudepigraphic Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, (written close to the time of Yahushua), where Dan is told in the Testament of Dan 5:4-7 (Stern, 1992: 812):

In the acharit-yamim you will depart from YHWH . . . For I have read in the book of Chanoch ha-Tzadiq (Enoch the Righteous) that your prince is Satan.

In Chapter 54 of 1Enoch, Book 2 (The Similitudes), verses 1-6, the evil world leader of the last days is called Azazel.  The author witnesses an awesome eschatological judgement scene. The kings and potentates who rebelled against the Master of the Spirits are judged.  He asks the messenger (angel), “For whom are these imprisonment chains being prepared?” and receives the answer, “They are being prepared for the armies of Azazel.”  Elsewhere in 1Enoch Book 2, it is stated that “Mine Elect One [i.e. the Messiah] judges Azazel in the name of the Master of the Spirits.”  In these passages, Azazel is evidently a term for the evil world-ruler of the acharit-yamim.

The judgement of this evil man by the true Messiah is described in a 1st century AM Jewish source, 2 Baruch 40:1-2 (Stern, 1992: 1-2):

The last leader of that time will be left alive. His entire army will be put to the sword, but he will be bound, and they will take him up to Mount Tziyon, and my Messiah will convict him of all his wicked deeds and will gather and set before him all the works of his armies. After all these things, my Messiah will put him to death . . . 
These apocryphal writings are, of course, not inspired Scripture and can in no way be treated as making authoritative prophetic statements. They do, however, demonstrate that the ancient understanding of the Jewish sages was that: (1) in the acharit-yamim, evil would come from the tribe of Dan, (2) that the evil world leader of the acharit-yamim would (initially) rule from Rome, and (3) that his judgement is connected with the prophetic content of the annual rehearsal of the slaying of goat l'Azazel on Yom Kippur.
There are more rabbinic sources on the False messiah of the acharit-yamim than Christian writings on the Antichrist. It is a sad fact that some sections of modern Judaism has largely forgotten about the clear teaching of the Tanach on the False messiah. Like liberal Christianity, they have swallowed the lie that prophecy should be seen as nothing but a message for the immediate target audience of the prophet, from which we can draw timeless moral lessons, but that it does not supernaturally announce salvation history that will come to pass in the distant future.

Once a student of Scripture penetrates the surface structure of the Tanach, he will find more than 100 foreshadowing prophecies about the False messiah of the acharit-yamim, in the Hebrew Scriptures. Examples of passages identified by the sages as shadows of the coming False messiah, include:

Pharaoh’s historical Mitsrayim is a tavnit (pattern, picture) of eschatological Europe under the False messiah.

The blaspheming son of an Egyptian father and an Yisra-elite woman from the tribe of Dan, described in Va-yiqra 24:10-23

10
Now the son of an Yisra-elite mother and an Egyptian father went out among the Yisra-elites, and a fight broke

out in the camp between him and an Yisraelite.

11
The son of the Yisra-elite woman blasphemed the Name [of YHVH] with a curse; so they brought him to

Mosheh. Now his mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Divri the Danite.
12
They put him in custody until the will of YHVH should be made clear to them.

  13   Then YHWH said to Mosheh:

14

Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the

   entire assembly is to stone him.

15
Say to the Yisra-elites: If anyone curses his Elohim, he will be held responsible. 
16
Anyone who blasphemes the name of YHVH must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone him, Whether an alien or native-born, when he blasphemes the Name, he must be put to death. 
22
You are to have the same law for the alien and the native-born. I am YHVH your Elohim.
23

Then Mosheh spoke to the Yisra-elites, and they took the blasphemer outside the camp and stoned him. The


  Yisra'elites did as YHVH commanded Mosheh.

The names Shelomith and Divri in the above passage are very significant: Shelomith means “peaceful,” while Divri means “my word.” We know that the False messiah will present himself as a herald of world peace (cf. Revelation 6), and that he will speak many great, pompous, blasphemous words (cf. Dani'el 7).

Absolom. His Hebrew name is Av-shalom, which means “father of peace.”  He rebelled against his father, king David, who is a prophetic picture of the true Messiah. Avshalom was a very beautiful, proud and evil man. He was a murderer from the beginning. His pride was in his hair, his covering. He was eventually caught in a branch. This was no accident - “The Branch” is a term for the Messiah.

The Messianic prophecy in Genesis 3:15 states that the Messiah would crush the head of the nachash, the serpent. There are many pictures of this in Scripture. In Shoftim (Judges) 4 and 5 we read the account of how D’vorah and Baraq defeated Sisera and his armed forces. Sisera is a picture of the False messiah and Satan. The name D’vorah means “bee” (a bringer of sweetness) but has the same root as d’var - word. Yahushua is the D’var (Word) of YHVH who became flesh (Yochanan 1). Baraq means lightning. From Chavaquq 3:3-4 and Matithyahu 24:27 we know that the Kavod of YHVH will radiate throughout the heavens like lightning that flashes from the east to the west when King Messiah comes in his Kavod. It follows that both D’vorah and Baraq are foreshadowing Torah pictures of the Messiah, who has already defeated Satan, and will return to crush him and his agent, the False messiah, in his second coming, the time of the full redemption.

The pictures of the LiVyatan or tanin. 
The word tannin is the Hebrew equivalent for the Greek word drakon. The use of the picture of the serpent is consistent in Scripture - HaSatan comes as a nachash and misleads Adam and Chava in Gan-Eden. Dan is a treacherous nachash. The LiVyatan or tanin, the seven-headed beast from the sea, manifests historically in evil empires under evil rulers, and culminates in Armilus, the eschatological False messiah and his revived Roman Empire.

It is very significant that idolatry started with Shevet Dan (the tribe of Dan):

Judges 18:14-31

14
  Then the five men who had spied out the land of Layish said to their brothers, “Do you know that one of these

houses has an ephod, other household gods, a carved image and a cast idol? Now you know what to do.”
15
So they turned in there and went to the house of the young Levite at Michah's place and greeted him. 
16
The six hundred Danites, armed for battle, stood at the entrance to the gate. 
17

The five men who had spied out the land went inside and took the carved image, the ephod, the other household 


gods and the cast idol while the priest and the six hundred armed men stood at the entrance to the gate.
18

When these men went into Michah's house and took the carved image, the ephod, the other household gods


and the cast idol, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19
  They answered him, “Be quiet! Don't say a word. Come with us, and be our father and priest. Isn't it better that

  you serve a tribe and clan in Yisra'el as priest rather than just one man's household?”
20
  Then the priest was glad. He took the ephod, the other household gods and the carved image and went along


with the people.  
21   Putting their little children, their livestock and their possessions in front of them, they turned away and left.

22

When they had gone some distance from Michah's house, the men who lived near Michah were called together

  and overtook the Danites.
23
  As they shouted after them, the Danites turned and said to Michah, “What's the matter with you that you called

  out your men to fight?” 
24
  He replied, “You took the gods I made, and my priest, and went away. What else do I have? How can you ask, 

  “What's the matter with you?' ”
25   The Danites answered, “Don't argue with us, or some hot-tempered men will attack you, and you and your

       family will lose your lives.”  
26
  So the Danites went their way, and Michah, seeing that they were too strong for him, turned round and went
    

back home.

27

Then they took what Michah had made, and his priest, and went on to Layish, against a peaceful and


unsuspecting people. They attacked them with the sword and burned down their city. 
28
  There was no-one to rescue them because they lived a long way from Sidon and had no relationship with
       anyone else. The city was in a valley near Bayt R’chov. The Danites rebuilt the city and settled there. 
29
They named it Dan after their forefather Dan, who was born to Yisra-el - though the city used to be called Layish.

30
There the Danites set up for themselves the idols, and Y’honatan son of Gershom, the son of M’nasheh, and his 

sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of the captivity of the land.
31
They continued to use the idols Michah had made, all the time The House of Elohim was in Shiloh.

Some ancient sages interpreted the bringing down of the idolatrous image by the apostate Danites as a foreshadowing prophetic picture of the bringing of the Abomination of Desolation (i.e. idolatrous image of the False messiah that will be worshipped as lord of heaven) to the Beit haMiqdash (Temple) in Y’rushalai-im in the acharit-yamim.

The Jewish Encyclopaedia, Vol. IV (1912: 423-424) summarises the rabbinic and early Christian expectations of the eschatological role that an evil man from the tribe of Dan would play in the time of the coming of the Messiah:

Dan plays a major role in rabbinic tradition. Owing to the fact that his name, as the name of a tribe, is connected with the blasphemer (Va-yiqra 24:11) and with the idolatry of northern Yisra'el (Judges 18:30; 1Kings 12:29; Amos 8:4), while Shimshon, the Judge of the tribe of Dan, proved faithless as a Nazirite (Judges 13:2), Dan came to be regarded as the black sheep of the house of Jacob. His hatred of Joseph, because he brought to his father ill reports against the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, induced him to plot against Joseph's life, and he advised the brothers to deceive their father by telling him that they had found the coat of Joseph dipped in blood. (Testament of the Patriarchs, Zevulun 4; Dan 1; Gad 1)…

The rabbis found the account of Jacob's blessing of Dan, in which he is compared to a serpent (Genesis 49:16-18) very telling, and the serpent is said to have been made the emblem of the tribe on its standard.
Dan became the very type of evil-doing. He was placed to the north (Numbers 2:25), this being the region of darkness and evil (Yirm’yahu 1:14), because of his idolatry, which wrapped the world in darkness. Still further goes a tradition which identifies the serpent (Genesis 49:17) and the lion (Deuteronomy 33:22) with Belial . . . Early Church Fathers (Irenæus, Hippolytus and others) have a tradition, which can only be of Jewish origin, that the Antichrist comes from the tribe of Dan, and based it upon Yirm’yahu 8:16: “The snorting of his [the enemy's] horses was heard from Dan” - a verse referred to, also in Genesis Rabbah Xliii in reference to Dan's idolatry . . . (. . .“Antichrist” . . . ) . . . (“De Christo et Antichristo”). Irenæus remarks that Dan is, in view of this . . . not in the Apocalypse (Revelation 7:5-7) among the 144 000 saved ones of the twelve tribes. Nor is the omission of Dan in 1Chronicles 4 et. seq. unintentional. Boussel, who has a special chapter devoted to the [expectation of the] Dan Antichrist . . . believes that the connection of Dan with Belial in the Testament of the Patriarchs, Dan 5, points to the same [ancient Jewish] tradition.

The same article in the Jewish Encyclopedia also relates an Arab tradition about a “liar-messiah” who will mislead many until he is slain by Yahushua.

It is the clear teaching of Scripture that the evil world ruler of the acharit-yamim will act for a year-week, i.e. a 7-year period, which will terminate in the second coming of the true Messiah. This is the 70th seven of Dani'el 9:24-27.  It is also clear that the ancient rabbis and sages had good reasons for calling this man Armilus. There is also a definite possibility that he will be a European man, of Yisra-elite descent, specifically from the tribe of Dan. We will show that he will not arise from within Judaism, but from within paganised Christianity.

The world becomes whole only at the time of King Messiah

 The sages saw hints at the brokenness and the deficiency of the world in texts such as

Bereshit 1:2

The earth was tohu (formless, desolate) and bohu (void, empty) and darkness covered the face of the deep. And the Ru-ach (Breath, Wind, Spitit, if you insist) of Elohim (the Mighty One) was moving on the face of the waters.

In midrashic interpretations, the brokenness and deficiency of the world finds expression in human history, in the development of 4 great empires, each of which presents a world view irreconcilable with the iconoclastic exclusiveness and Oneness of Almighty YHWH. Consider the midrash on Bereshit 1:2 by Rabbi Shimon ben Lakhish.

Bereshith Rabba 2:5

‘The world was formless’ is a reference to Babylonia . . . ‘Void’ refers to Media . . . ‘Darkness’ refers to Greece, who darkened the vision of the Yahudim with their decrees . . . ‘The deep waters’ refers to Rome, whose eventual downfall is as inscrutable as the deep . . . ‘Elohim's hovering Spirit’ refers to the Spirit of the Messiah.

Thus the world becomes whole only at the time of Melekh haMashiach - King Messiah. 

� Remember to interpret this in a midrashic sense, not literally, i.e. do not think in terms of a stone statue becoming


  pregnant, but in terms of an idolatrous religious system based in Rome – a religious system who exalts a female idol. 


  Satan will enter into this system, impregnate it, so to speak, and use it for his own purposes to set up his ruler over 


  the earth.  





